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John 12.20-50 






Lifted Up to Glory
GOING HOME! > Anticipation Many Here Feel > See Family, Friends, Familiar 

Away from Home Know Exactly HOW MANY Days? Hours? until REUNION 

ANTICIPATION: Power to ENDURE PRESENT TASKS > Difficult Challenges

JESUS > TOUGHEST WEEK of Life AHEAD > In a Week, He’ll BE HOME!
1. Seeker’s Plea

a. World in Crisis NO Shortage of BAD NEWS – We hear it EVERY DAY

Global Debt, Global Warming, Environmental Catastrophe, Global Terrorism

Greatest THREAT is Not MENTIONED on WORLD NEWS > Jesus is CLEAR
v. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.
World’s Temporary RULER – THIEF who KILLS, STEALS, DESTROYS 

GOING DOWN: WORLD that FOLLOWS Bad Leader going Down with him 

Perhaps 1 Reason so MANY Gov’ts try to PREVENT Bible from being Heard
v. 35 Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer….
v. 48 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge…
Jesus – God’s GREAT and FINAL PROPHET– Sounds God’s WARNING
b. World is Coming – John uses word WORLD over 100 X’s in Gospel / Mt: 10
v. 19 -21 the Pharisees said to one another, “…Look, the world has gone after him.” Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”
God-fearering GREEKS > Come to Celebrate Passover > Want to See Jesus

To PHILIP - Greek Name? - from Bethsaida (many Greeks)? Bridges to Jesus??
Jesus NOT just LOCAL DEITY or WHITE Man’s God > Savior of the World

Jesus – God’s GREAT and FINAL PRIEST – Extends God’s WELCOME
The number of Christians around the world has nearly quadrupled in the last 100 years, from about 600 million in 1910 to more than 2 billion in 2010… Christianity has grown enormously in sub-Saharan Africa and the Asia-Pacific region, where there were relatively few Christians at the beginning of the 20th century… Christianity today – unlike a century ago – is truly a global faith. 








Pew Research Center

At slightly less than 2 billion, Christianity makes up about a third of the world population and approximately the same as the two next largest religions combined; Islam and Hinduism. Christianity is also the only religion represented in all 238 surveyed countries.

The World Christian Encyclopaedia
v. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.

ALL Human Race WITHOUT DISTINCTION - JEW AND GENTILE
Jesus would die… also for the scattered children of God

John 11.51-52

PHARISEES COMPLAIN:  v. 19 Look the whole world has gone after him….

EARLY in HOLY WEEK > Jesus CLEANSED Court of Gentiles in Temple

Jesus: 'My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations'?
Mark 11.17
v. 20,21 some Greeks…(who) said, "we would like to see Jesus."

WANT to Meet ONE who WELCOMES THEM, Full Standing in House of God 

…the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world 
John 1.29
God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son… John 3.16 
…this man really is the Savior of the world



John 4.42
…he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world
John 6.33 

2. Savior’s Pain
a. Strife – The JEWS > Proud of Identity – GOOD REASONS: 

Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs…   







Romans 9.4

2000 Yrs of Waiting > FULFILLMENT of Promise to ABRAHAM > Messiah

HOPE of People: Understood by Many who Shouted Praises on PALM Sunday 

BUT Strongly DENIED by Leaders > Want to KILL HIM NOT CROWN HIM! 
LEADERS Strong Grip > No Public Dissention > Sharia LAW on STERIODS
v. 42 the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue

THEOLOGICAL CONFUSION of Many: Did not FIT their Wrong Expectations

v. 34 The crowd spoke up, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain forever, so how can you say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this 'Son of Man'?"
WE know from BENEFIT of NT > All Promises of God – Yes & Amen in X! 

Jesus: Lion of Judah – Prophet Greater than Moses – Son of David – Son of Man

Servant of Isaiah – Desire of Nations – Messiah – Great High Priest of God 

Jews > Different Teachers / Expectations – NOT One Person > SEVERAL? 

Even John the BAPTIZER Wondered > Is SOMEONE ELSE going to Come?

SON OF MAN > DANIEL: Title of King, Sovereign Authority over Nations

How could SON OF MAN also be the SUFFERING, SLAIN, SERVANT? 

b. Strategy  John the Most TIME CONSCIOUS GOSPEL > STRATEGIC Plan 

Jesus NEVER has AUDIENCE w/ Greeks:  NOT YET TIME, Another TASK

v. 32, 33 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die.

Apart from this voluntary sacrifice Jesus could do nothing for these Greeks…it was only by means of his substitutionary atonement that he…would save them. 










William Hendriksen 
MUST DIE on Cross > to OPEN Gates of Heaven and LET THEM IN

John takes HALF of BOOK to Narrate ONE WEEK of Jesus Life > Salvation
Salvation > Promise OT / Fulfillment NT > Central Theme: JESUS & CROSS
v. 28 Father, glorify your name!" Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again."
Jesus’ own glorification is also the Father’s glorification.
R.V.G. Tasker

      Heavenly WORD OF COMFORT AND ASSURANCE from Father to Son   Heard at KEY Points - BAPTISM, TRANSFIGURATION, & Now Before Cross 
Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him

John 13.31
Jesus glorifies the Father by becoming personally transparent, like a window or lens through which the Father’s glory is seen and focused. 
Bruce Milne

c. Suffering 
JESUS IS GLORIFIED BY BEING CRUCIFIED
UNDERSTANDABLE ANXIETY - HE KNOWS WHAT'S COMING > 
v. 27 "Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!" 

Gospel of John’s EQUIVALENT of Garden of GETHSEMANE: RIGHT HERE! 

Contemplates THE CUP > Cup of SUFFERING > Cup of WRATH of God 

MEANING of Jesus’ Prayer: GET ME THRU IT - NOT GET ME OUT OF IT

the Son of Man must suffer many things




Mark 8.31

…a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering 



Isaiah 53.3
Already Seen WEARY at Well at Sychar > WEEPING before Tomb of Lazarus

REAL MAN > Understandably SHRINKS from DEATH > esp. THE CROSS 

Jesus is Deeply Troubled > Afraid?? But HE IS UNDETERRED, RESOLVED

HOW does He Struggle?? IN PRAYER > In PRESENCE of His Loving Father 

In that Presence HE IS TOUCHED by GLORY > Reminded of PURPOSE

vs. 29,30 The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine.
SEMITIC Contrast: MORE for Your Benefit THAN MINE > All w/ Ears to Hear 

NATURAL MAN: Hears Thunder // SPIRITUAL MAN > Hears Heaven’s Voice 

From this moment on, Jesus walked with unfaltering step to the cross.Merrill Tenney

d. Struggle  BATTLE WITH THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS - SATAN

v. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.
Most INTENSE Time in Jesus Ministry > FORCEFUL CONVERGENCE

· Hatred of Jews

· Will of His Father

· Jealousy of Judas

· Devotion of Mary

· Expectation of Gentile World

· Anticipation of Crowds of Jews in Jerusalem for Passover

· Purpose of Call and Training of His Disciples

· Opposition of Satan

DEATH of JESUS LOOKS LIKE VICTORY for SATAN:  POWER of DEATH

REJOICING of DEMONS at TOMB Turned to SCREAMS at RESURRECTION

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.
Revelation 12.10
MILLENIAL REIGN Begins > Firstfruits Seen > GREEKS come to SEE JESUS

PENTECOST > Nations Stream to House of God in Jerusalem

Spirit-Filled Church: Extends Jesus Reign from Jerusalem to Beijing & Beyond 
e. Satisfaction   EMPTY CROSS IS SYMBOL OF VICTORY

"LIFTED UP" – EXPANDABLE term > Cross, Ressur, Ascension, Exaltation
…the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life








John 3.14
Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he…









John 8.28

GOD the I AM – LIFTED UP – SON OF MAN > AMAZING Claims!! 

After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied













Isaiah 53.11 

    LOOKS BEYOND CROSS TO RESURRECTION AND SALVATION 

Jesus…who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame… 

Hebrews 12.2

3. Servant’s Paradox 
v. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also.
Jesus never hides His scars when He calls disciples. 

James Boice 

Jesus CALLS His Followers to Sit NEXT to Him on the Roller Coaster

GLORIOUS Pathway – from AGONY to ECSTACY – Confusion to Coronation 

a. Love Him 
v. 25 The man who love his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life

STRANGE WORDS > World Eager to SAVE LIVES at GREAT COSTS

LIFE: Preservers, Belts, Nets, Boats, Lines, Guards, Support, Suck Life Savers!

SAVE LIFE?? > Loose It, Hate It, Give it AWAY!

Question: Do I BELONG HERE? Is World MY HOME? My True IDENTITY?
ONLY PLACE the WORLD had for JESUS > CROSS > We FOLLOW HIM 

UNDERSTANDABLE: Moves to Intimacy & Encouragement of UPPER Room
There was a day when I died – died to George Mueller, his opinions, preferences, tastes and will; died to the world, its approval and censure; died to the approval or blame of my brethren or friends; since then I have studied to show myself approved only to God. 





George Mueller 

b. Like Him  FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE:  LIFE-GIVING DEATH 

v. 24 I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.

CROSS is FOR CHRIST AND CHRISTIAN > Satisfaction in HIS SERVICE
"when Jesus calls a man he calls him to come and die"
    Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Mick Jagger: Fit & Agile 70 in 2013: Jumps & Sings ‘I Can’t Get No Satisfaction’
Singing for 50 Years, Exiting Travel, Endless Money, Beautiful Women, Health
If Satisfaction CAN BE FOUND in this WORLD >> Mick Jagger be our GURU
Found in ONE DRIVEN OUT of World, REIGNS Over It!

NO Glory w/out Suffering, NO Victory w/out Surrender, NO Fruit w/out Death
    BEAUTY & BOUNTY WHEN SEED DIES AND FULFILLS ITS PURPOSE

IF SEED COULD TALK > PROBABLY COMPLAIN: Cold, Dark, Lonely!!
We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body 



2 Corinthians 4.10
Impressive Feature of Island of Hawaii: ACTIVE VOLCANO, Eruption 30+ Yrs

RIVER of FIRE > 2000 degrees F. > Spewing Into Sea > Steam Shoots into Sky

Lava Land: Black Rock=Fertile Soil: GREAT Papaya, Coffee, MacNuts, Flowers
Lava that brings Fire & Death to Land Makes Land Life Giving > Even TASTY! 
   PEOPLE VISITED Mission TEAM IN VERY REMOTE PART OF WORLD

        ADMIRED Working Hard, Very Productive, Very Happy

          BUT VISITORS MISSED COMFORTS OF CIVILIZATION:
"you folks have buried yourselves out here" / NO! WE WERE PLANTED!!
c. Live with Him - Jesus is our EMMANUEL "God with us"
v.26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be
As we take a feeble step of faith with what light we have and move out we are affirmed and blessed by the One we seek to obey. 


Roger Fredrikson
GRADUAL ALIENATION from OLD WORLD: Jesus is WEDGE > Go Deeper

Felt by JESUS > and His Disciples > THEN and NOW

vs. 44-46 Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 

PASSION of Jesus: ‘CRIED OUT’ > Not a JOB, GIVING VERY LIFE AWAY

If we LIVE WITH HIM as Servants > MUST SHARE HIS PASSION for World

v. 49 the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it.
The message concerns the fire of God’s love, and the fire of his judgment, and hence can be authentically proclaimed only by hearts kindled by the fire of the Holy Spirit. 








Bruce Milne

Found Woman on Membership List of Church I Pastored in Hawaii
NEVER CAME to Church > But SURELY Wanted to REMAIN a MEMBER!

Sunday Morning > ‘that is the day my husband takes me out to breakfast!!’

Note the contrasts: loneliness or fruitfulness; losing your life or keeping your life; serving self or serving Christ; pleasing self or receiving God’s honor. 











Warren Wiersbe

d. Loved by Him   v. 26 "My Father will honor the one who serves me"
Drawn by LOVE to LIVE for HIM > Struggle with FAITH, FEAR, IDENTITY

v. 42,43 …many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved praise from men more than praise from God. 

ONLY GOD Knows their FINAL OUTCOME > Hopefully Repented of FEAR

At that Time > SECRET BELIEVERS > Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus

SIMILAR Secrecy > This Part of the World 
PERHAPS they were in Streets of Jerusalem on PENTECOST DAY

Transformed and Filled with HOLY BOLNESS of the BAPTISM of the SPIRIT

JOHN writing Years Later: Struggling Church > Roman Persecution, Not Jewish 

Same FUNDAMENTAL TEMPTATION > Deny Jesus in Face of Opposition 
We face SAME PRESSURES Today: Some Loss of Friends, Jobs, Family, Life!

There is no such thing as a ‘secret disciple’ – eventually the secrecy will end the discipleship, or the discipleship will break the secrecy. 

Old Film CHARIOTS of FIRE - Olympic athlete from Scotland > Eric Liddell
Missionary to China > Died in Japanese Prison Camp during WW2
1924 Olympics in Paris 100 mtrs - TRAINED for MONTHS - held on Sunday!
Last Minute > Changed 400 mtrs > Warm up Track, USA Competitor gave note:

THE GOOD BOOK SAYS: Those who honor me I will honor.     1 Samuel 2.30


4. Sovereign Plan
v. 36 When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. 

FINISHED PUBLIC Sermons, Words of Life and Power > 7 Convincing SIGNS
Close of PUBLIC MINISTRY > John REFLECTS: Why did so many miss Out?
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him   John 1.11

LAST GOSPEL > Writes 40+ YEARS after Ascension > Living in EPHESUS 

John’s Purpose for Gospel > that WORLD would BELIVE 

….these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ…
John 20.31 

John uses word BELIEVE 54 times in Gospel > 8 times just in These Verses
a. Plan / Romans 9-11 > Paul considers Jewish Rejection of Jesus their Messiah

vs. 37-40 …they still would not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: "Lord, who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?" For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: "He has blinded their eyes and deadened their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn-and I would heal them."  

John changes ISA’s Imperatives to Past Indicatives: Has Blinded, Has Hardened

What Isaiah Anticipated 700 yrs BEFORE > NOW COME TO PASS in JESUS

CROSS that Saves ALSO JUDGES: Cannot SPURN God’s Grace w/ No Effect

CROSS > Saves God’s Elect and Slays God’s Enemies

The purpose of this final summary of the public ministry of Jesus is not to deny the whole tenor of the narrative, as though it was impossible for the Jews to recognize Him as the Son of God, but to point out that the rejection of the Messiah by His own people ought not to surprise those familiar with the Old Testament Scriptures. 





E.C. Hoskyns
b. Punishment > SERIOUSNESS of UNBELIEF > word ‘JUDGE’ 4 X’s
UNBELIEF is NOT POLITE: INSULTING to God & His Word > SLAP in Face

v. 48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day.
JUDGEMENT DAY > Face every Word of Scripture we have Read or Heard

1) Works of Jesus   v. 37 Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him.

FAITH More than JUST SEEING > UNBELIEVEABLE UNBELIEF!!

More than 1000 Yrs EARLIER > MOSES: Similar Message their ANCESTORS

Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them: “Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did in Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his officials and to all his land. With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those miraculous signs and great wonders. But to this day the LORD has not given you a mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear.”



Deuteronomy 29.2-4

2) Person of Jesus > Blinded to VERY PRESENCE of God in their MIDST 

ISAIAH 6 > Most Important, Most Exalted Portrait of God in Jewish Scriptures

One of MOST AMAZING Vrs in John’s Gospel > Refers to Vision of Isaiah 6

v. 41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him. 

GOD Isaiah SAW > High and Lifted Up > Holy, Holy, Holy > IS JESUS!! 

Do NOT have RIGHT to UNBELIEF > You May > God has RIGHT to PUNISH

He is our MAKER, POTTER holds ultimate SOVEREIGN RIGHTS over CLAY 

God is SOVEREIGN in ELECTION: Man is RESPONSIBLE in his DECISION

Bible teaches BOTH > God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility

v. 38 "Lord, who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"  

c. Pardon  v. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life.
It is the Christ of Calvary who draws. It is the Christ whose blood was shed and whose body was broken. It is the Christ who gave Himself in the place of sinners so that He might bear in Himself the proper and justified wrath of God. James Boice

Not by RAISING your Hand > Standing Up > Joining Church or Ministry
Not about ANYTHING You Do: About EVERYTHING He has Done: Believing 

v. 42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him.
d. Passing 
Last PUBLIC Message to Crowds: Many Unbelievers, Critics, Even his Killers 

vs. 35,36 Then Jesus told them, "You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does not know where he is going. Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light." When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. 

Does NOT BLAME but BLESSES, NOT CURSES but CALLS them to COME! 

EXTENDS Promise of Hope, Grace, Light to ENEMIES: But Light is Passing! 

DO NOT WASTE DAYLIGHT HOURS > They will QUICKLY PASS AWAY

Camping: Set Tent, Gather Wood, Wash, Cook, Eat. BEFORE DARKNESS 

v. 46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 

AT HOME in This World? > Men Love Darkness more then Light

DWELL in Darkness NOW > FINAL End Judgment  w/ ‘god of this world’

ALIENATED? Stranger Here? > Turn to ANTICIPATION > Glory in Jesus! 
* * * * 

John 12:20-50

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 34 So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 40 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal them.” 41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God. 44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me. 45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.”
1. Notice how John lifts the ministry of our Lord from its parochial Jewish setting to see its universal, eternal, significance. Do you realize that even the small things we do for Him in our ‘here and now’ will count for eternity? 

2. For Jesus in John “time” is measured by the cross (2.4, 7.30, 8.20, 12.23, 17.2, Revelation 13.8). Imagine how this awareness made Jesus think deeply about every moment of His life. 
3. Notice the contrast between these ‘all powerful’ promises (vs. 25,26,32,44-50) and the fact that Jesus the promise maker had no evident power. Are you ‘walking by faith’ in His Word even though your circumstances may not offer much hope? 
4. Think about how unbelief is described here as both the sovereign will of God and also the punishable responsibility of the unbeliever (vs. 37-40). Does this make you Angry? Humble? Grateful? Obedient? 

